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SB 5120

Brief Description: Concerning school district dissolutions.

Sponsors: Senator Parlette.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Changes the trigger for dissolution of a school district due to low enrollment from an
average of five K-8 students in the preceding school year to an average of five K-8
students in the preceding three consecutive school years.

Hearing Date: 3/16/15
Staff: Cece Clynch (786-7195).
Background:

School districts are political subdivisions of the state, and the organization of school districts,
including their powers, duties, and boundaries, are established by state laws. There are currently
295 school districts in Washington.

There are also nine regional educational service districts (ESDs) in the state. Each is governed
by a board consisting of seven to nine members elected by the school directors of the ESD. The
ESD responsibilities include:
* providing cooperative, administrative, and informational services to and on behalf of
local school districts; and
* assisting the Superintendent of Public Instruction and the State Board of Education in the
performance of their duties.

Each ESD has a regional committee on school district organization composed of registered
voters in the ESD. There are statutory public processes that a regional committee must follow to
transfer territory, consolidate one or more districts, or dissolve a school district and annex the
territory to another district. If a school district's K-8 average enrollment is fewer than five during
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the preceding school year, the ESD superintendent is required to report that fact to the regional
committee. The regional committee, in turn, must dissolve the school district and annex the
territory to some other district or districts.

Summary of Bill:

The provision regarding dissolution is triggered if a school district has an average enrollment of
fewer than five K-8 students during the preceding three consecutive school years, rather than just
the one preceding school year.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect on September 1, 2015.
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